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I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring
it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in
God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is
my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1: 3 – 8 (NRSV)
In my email this week, I received a link to an article summarizing an interview by David Kinnaman,
President of the Barna Research Group. In the interview Kinnaman said, “In the long run, I think we’ll look
back at this pandemic as a fundamental change to the way Americans…attend church. You know, obviously,
there’ll be a lot more online attendance than ever before, even after all churches reopen. I think the digital
church is here to stay.” A little later he predicted that within the next 18 months 1 in 5 churches could close.
(churchleaders.com, August 26, 2020)
I mention this not because I am concerned about our congregation but because I am confident that
when we come out of this pandemic, we will still be a strong, healthy congregation. I believe things will
look different, that we will be a congregation with both an online and an in-person presence, but that is the
expectation for most every congregation.
The reason I am able to feel confident about our future is two-fold. First, by the financial support that
you, the members of First Christian Church, have provided over the last several months. Though money is
not the only or the most important measure of church health, your giving shows the importance of First
Christian Church in your life and in our community. And for this, I once again say, “Thank you.”
The second reason I have confidence in the future of our congregation is the compassionate leadership that is being provided by the Elders of our congregation. The Elders and I have been meeting on a
monthly basis to work to make the best recommendations to keep our congregation healthy and vital. There
have been very frank discussions, and the decisions that have been made may not always be popular, but, ultimately, they have been supported by Elders and by you. And, again, this is appreciated.
Our last meeting was held on August 23. At this meeting it was decided that for the next month we
would still only allow the use of the church facilities by in church groups (CWF, Sunday school, exercise,
sewing, etc.). It was also decided that we will not be starting choir and, at this time, no decision has been
made about our Wednesday night Disciple Zone 2.0. It was also decided that through at least September
there would continue to be no before church fellowship time and there would be no church meals. At the end
of September, we will evaluate where we are in terms of COVID-19 in our community and will make further
recommendations.
In the scripture that opened this column, the Apostle Paul longed to be with the church at Philippi.
But even if he could not be there in person, he knew the congregation would continue to grow and thrive because they were united with each other and with Paul in the Spirit of Christ Jesus. We are in a strange time.
We are meeting in person, yet we are still apart. But by the Spirit of Christ, we are still united and are one in
Christ.
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Extended Prayerful Considerations:
Please include in your ongoing prayers the following:
Dwight Briney
Kelli Chidester
Galen Cooper
Vetha Cormier
Loretta Fleming
Etta Mae Keirns
Lonnie Kerr
Sharon Mann
Catherine Parisi
Wanda Schneider
Mike Stamm
Todd Trzcinski

Roger Collins
Roger Cormier
Jordan Dominick
Alice Jackson
Carolyn Kerr
Barbara Laursen
Marie Marsh
Bud Perrey
David Schnug
Ione Todd
Mike Yoke

09-01
09-02
09-03
09-04
09-08
09-09

Wheat Ridge (main building)
Wanda Ginn
Linda Fogo
Please pray for our Active Military:
Tyson Reed, Chris Elliott, Nathan Craig, Eric
Neilson, Arron Arteaga, D J Glassman

GENERAL FUND GIVING
Date Amt Needed Offering Over/Short Attendance
08-02

$1944.84

$1199.00

-$745.84

26

08-09

$1944.84

$3054.00 +$1109.16

24

08-16

$1944.84

$1010.00

-$934.84

23

08-23

$1944.84

$1350.00

-$594.84

29

08-30

$1944.84

$1020.00

-$924.84

20

We have received word of the passing
of Edith Dye. She had been a longtime
member of this church. As you may remember, she and her husband, Ray, ran
a restaurant here in Goodland for many,
many, years. It was a rich family atmosphere with great food! She had been in a
nursing home in Texas for the past 16
years.

09-10
09-13
09-14
09-16
09-17
09-20
09-25
09-26
09-28
09-30

Lon Kerr
Tim Armknecht
Jake Meier
Sean Davis
Jennifer Vignery Goin
Jonna Hill
Wm Cameron Pittman
Emily Hansen
Chase Topliff
Raelyn Hillmer
Ken Yoke
Michelle Ross Coad
Jessica Von Lintel
Lindsey Martin Ludolph
Amanda Armknecht
Dan Hayden
Brylie Fenner
Pastor Doug Amend
Donna Ruddell
Audra Keith
Dirk Sheldon

Prayers for her family as they move forward and remember this lovely lady!
NEEDS FOR THE CHURCH:
Paper - 20 lb
Pumice Stone
A big THANK YOU to those who are so generously
giving in this way!!
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09-16
09-26
09-27

Cody & Abby Jolly Hutson
Daryl & Ariane Barber
Sean & Katrina Davis
Ryan & Jonna Hill
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??Ever wondered what has happened??
Sometimes, don’t you wonder what has happened to
those who used to be an active part of our church? We
will be featuring some of them here and first, we have
the Bob & Darla Brock family:
“I moved from Goodland the summer of 2001, to Berlin,
VT (Bob was already there). We lived in VT for another
year, then transferred to the Fed EX center in Hartford, CT.
Bob retired in 2012 and had a few good years, metal detecting, going to auctions, etc. Unfortunately, he has Rheumatoid
Pulmonary Fibrosis, and is using oxygen 24/7 now.
I was working as a self-employed caregiver, having four
wonderful clients and now have to put that on hold to help
keep Bob safe from the virus.
Clint now lives in Garden City and is married to Jennifer
and they have two children, Trevin 9 and Alexa 7. Clint has
been in law enforcement for 15 years, and is now working for
the KBI. Jennifer does volunteer work, and also works at a
spa.
Coby has lived in Alaska for 15 years now. He is a wildlife
photographer (kissamoose.com). Unfortunately, this is a terrible year for tourists, so he has found some work doing telecomm. Jennie, his fiancé, works for the Anchorage police
department.
Casie moved to CT in 2004 to be with me while I was
fighting Melanoma. She became employed for Fed EX in
2005 and has worked in a supervisory position for close to 15
years now. She is married to Martin Patry who also works
for Fed EX. They have 2 sons, Chase 6, and Carson 3. We
are so lucky that they live just five houses down from us now.
I am so very grateful for the time we spent at FCC. Thank
you to all who helped in ANY way with Sunday school,
Youth groups, etc. for our
family. It means more to
all of us, then you will
ever know.”
Darla Brock

Clint Brock & family
(Rt)

Meals On Wheels

FCC will be scheduling people to
deliver Meals On Wheels for:
Sept. 16-30.
If you can be a ‘driver’ &/or
‘deliverer’ for this worthy cause, please contact Debbie
Martin @ 899-6937 or Kara Smith @ 728-7395.

USDA Commodities Distribution

The commodities distributions will be on a monthly
basis for the time being. The next distribution will be:
Monday, Oct. 5 @ 1:30-2:30pm
If you have time and would like to help, either that day
or with the preparations ahead of time, please let Tracy
Hillmer know. We are always in need of
more plastic grocery bags, so if you
have some, please bring them to the
church!!

Thank you…
...to Janet Davis for the homemade window cleaner so
“we can see clearly now”. We appreciate the many gifts
you share with us!! Also, to Terry Smith for orchestrating to changeover of the playground lights to LED. We
appreciate the many things you do and with such excellence!!
The Property Committee & FCC
...to Marie Marsh for making the cute baby blanket and
donating it to the church. Some sweet baby (as yet to be
known) will surely feel the love sewn into this blanket!
FCC / Nifty Needlers
...to Debbie Griffith for doing such a good job in the office, especially for the newsletter. During this time with
the virus, I know it has to be difficult to keep things interesting and fill the pages. I read every word so I don’t miss
out on anything!
Jeannie Pyles
...to FCC - Thank you so very much for your help in getting sandwiches made for the sack lunch program this
summer. We would not be able to provide this without the
assistance of fine folks like you!
The Genesis Board

Snippits from the Board Meeting

Treasurer Kim Cole has been working on scanning
financial information to a USB drive to lessen the
paper accumulation. Other areas of the church in
which we can utilize this technique were also discussed. The options for shredding of sensitive information will be looked into.
 The children’s programs and Wednesday evening
programs are still being discussed.
 There will be monthly USDA commodity distributions through the end of the year.
 The playground security lights have now been
switched over to LED. Bids are being
sought to convert the sign out front to
LED as well.


Coby Brock & fiance
(Lt)

Casie (Brock) Patry &
family (Rt)
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WHO AM I?
Last month’s “Who am I?” was Etta Mae Keirns.

This month can you guess who our congregational family member is?

1. I was born and raised in: Winfield, Ks
2. I was married to my spouse for 49 years and to this union, 2 children were born.
3. When I was growing up, I wanted to be a: Nurse
4. My favorite season of the year is: Spring, because the flowers are starting to bloom
5. Something people would be surprised to know about me is: I loved to drive and ride motorcycles
6. What is the last thing you baked?

7. My favorite food is:

Brownies

Scalloped potatoes with cheese & spaghetti

8. My least favorite household duty is: Dishes
9. I started coming to FCC because: I wanted to become more involved with the church.
10. My favorite aspect of this church is: Friendly people & a good pastor

Who Am I?

Backpack Dedication
On Aug. 23, Pastor Doug Amend led a dedication ceremony for
the backpacks, students, teachers, custodians, board members,
and anyone otherwise associated with the school system.
Special tags
were handed
out to attach
to their bags/
backpacks
that will remind them
that God is
with them, we
are praying for their safe & successful year, and that we are encouraging them in the important endeavor of education. Those
not present who wish to receive a tag for their backpack, please
let the office know.
It has been said that they are building the airplane as they are flying it. I wonder if that is also a description of life in general?
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Reflections from our Church Sign
(wisdom that blesses our community weekly)

**Music is what feelings sound like!
**Would you like you, if you met you?
**Solitude is a resting place for the soul
**Be teachable. You’re not always right.
**Put your positive pants on

Nifty Needlers
We have a NEW NAME!! In order to
more fully represent what the group is
about, we chose a name that didn’t just
involve sewing. So bring your own
project and join us!!

~~Christian Women’s Fellowship Kickoff~~
The CWF 2020-2021 year will begin on Sept. 8 @
1:30pm in the church parlor. This will be in a party format & who doesn’t like a party!?
There will be games, a preview of the upcoming year,
and more. After being apart for so long it will surely be
Meeting every
a grand reunion, with sensible guidelines of course.
Tuesday @ 2
Be sure not to miss out!!
p.m. in the
Church’s SewRaffle Tickets still ing Room
(north west corAvailable!!
ner of the
Don’t forget, the CWF building).
is selling raffle tickets
for a quilt made by the
Nifty Needlers. The
proceeds will go to
purchase materials
needed to continue to
make quilts of valor
for our local veterans. This is a nice way to honor
those who have served our country so they will know
that their efforts are appreciated!
Tickets will be sold until time for the Harvest Sale in
October. They are $1 each or 6/$5. You do not need to
be present to win, and I’m certain that if the Harvest
Sale has to be cancelled, the drawing will still take
place!

P.S. There is one ‘ticket’ hidden in this newslet-

ter….somewhere. The second and the fourth person to
call in to the church office (leaving a message counts)
with the correct location of the said ticket will be gifted with a free ticket for this drawing. Happy Hunting!!
The winners of the free tickets for August were: Debbie Martin as caller #1, and there was no caller #7, so
the ticket was gifted to the secretary’s choice.
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Some days you run
across an unexpected
jewel that touches you
and brings your heart
joy.
This mosaic of the
Lord’s Prayer was found
hanging in
the “Yellow
Classroom”
and nearly
jumped off
the wall!
Mosaics
remind us of
the broken pieces of our
lives that God can use to
make something beautiful
if we let Him. Please check
it out for yourself as the richness of
this creation couldn’t be captured by
the camera.
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Sept. 2020 Sermon Schedule
Sept 2

Work It Out

Matthew 18: 15 - 20, New Testament, Pg 799

Watch for the kick-off to
the 2020-2021 season coming our way as decisions
are made!!

Sept 13 Why Do You Do That?

Romans 14: 1 - 9, New Testament, Page 923

Sept 20 To Live a Life

Philippians 1: 18b – 30, New Testament, Page 953

Sept 27 At Just the Right Time

Romans 5: 6 – 11, New Testament, Page 917

Oct 4

That Sounds Familiar

1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26, New Testament, Page 933

Tawakoni Gala planned for November
Tawakoni, your regional camp and conference center,
invites more than 250 campers and staff to “be still …
and know God” each summer. The year-round facilities
also hosts a variety of groups for overnight and day
events to include church camp, Disciples Men and Women’s retreats, weddings, family reunions, etc.
To support these programs and the facilities, Tawakoni
hosts an annual gala and auction fundraiser. Instead of
gathering in person, we are hosting an online auction November 7-14.
We are asking for donations of gift certificates or gift
cards of $10 or more for goods, experiences, and/or services. Each donation needs to include a Gala Donation
Form. All donations need to arrive no later than Friday,
October 16. (See the church office for more information.)

FRIENDSHIP CLASS
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
“Community”
We will be catching up on the
material that was not used in
this time of being apart. Come
check it out!!
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BOAT CLASS
(Beginning Sept 13)
Sunday mornings
@ 9:15 a.m.
We will be starting the book
“The Lives of Great Christians”
by Professor William R. Cook.
Meet some of Christianity's luminary figures.
Christianity, for many, is the daily effort to live
one's faith in every time and place. Professor
Cook introduces you to those who have done so
over the centuries and shows the many paths
they found.

NOON PRAYER CLASS
Watch for the start-up date on this
newly obtained book, “The Power
of a Praying Nation” by Stormie
Omartian. This is a great reminder
that we DO need to pray for our
nation with so much going on!
Every Thursday @ 12:00 p.m. Starting Sept 10
Church Parlor

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT
CLASS (Sept-April)
Join us on Wed. nights at 6:15 p.m.
~with Pastor Doug Amend~
Starting Soon - Watch for Zoom class information to come to your ‘in-box’!!
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September 2020
1.

8:30am CWF General @ Parlor

2.

3.

9:00am Exercise

4.

5.

9:00am Exercise

10:00am Zoom Bible
Study
2:00pm Sewing
Group

6.

7.

9:00am Friendship Class
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-house & Online

8.

Labor
Day

10:00am Zoom Bible
Study

9.

10.

9:00am Exercise

11.

12.

9:00am Exercise
Noon Prayer Class

1:30pm CWF Kickoff
@ church parlor
2:00pm Sewing
Group

13.

14.

15.

7:30am Board Meeting
9:00am Friendship Class 9:00am Exercise
9:15am Boat Class
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-house & Online

20.

21.

MUSIC

9:00am Friendship Class
9:15am Boat Class
9:00am Exercise
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-house & Online
1:30pm Wheat Ridge
Services

10:00am Zoom Bible
Study

16.

17.

9:00am Exercise

18.

19.

9:00am Exercise
Noon Prayer Class

2:00pm Sewing
Group

22.
10:00am Zoom Bible
Study

23.

24.

9:00am Exercise

25.

26.

9:00am Exercise

Noon Prayer Class

2:00pm Sewing
Group

.

27.

28.

9:00am Friendship Class
9:15am Boat Class
9:00am Exercise
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-house & Online
4:00pm Elder’s Meeting
& Study
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29.

30.

10:00am Zoom Bible 9:00am Exercise
Study
2:00pm Sewing
Group
7pm Property Mtg
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
711 Arcade, P.O.Box 335
Goodland, KS 67735

Church
Pastor’s Cell
E-mail:

(785) 890-5233
(785) 821-2794
Fccpastor@st-tel.net or
revdbamend@yahoo.com
Friendship Class
9:00 a.m.
Boat Class
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time
10:00 a.m. (Refreshments served)
Worship Service
10:30 a.m.
Disciple Zone 2.0 on Wednesday nights at 5:45 p.m.
(classes for children and adults!)
The Christian Echo is sent to you as a member or friend of
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Goodland, Ks
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHECK IT OUT!
www.goodlandfccdoc.org
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Vision Statement

Mission Statement

To be a faithful, growing church,
that demonstrates true community,
deep Christian Spirituality,
and a passion for justice.

To be and to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving,
and serving from our doorsteps
“to the ends of the earth.”

(Micah 6:8)

(Acts 1:8)

September 2020
6
Elders
Worship Leader

Kenny Griffith, Off
Ron Vignery, Com

13
Debbie Martin, Off
Dick Hayden, Com

20
Tim Armknecht, Off
Kenny Griffith, Com

27
Tracy Hillmer, Off
Kim Cole, Com

Beloved

Let

Us

Love

One

Another;

For

Love

Is

Of

Servers

God,

And

He

Who

Loves

Candlelighters

Is

Born

Of

God

And

Nursery

Knows

God…For

God

IS

Love.

Greeter(s):

A/V Tech-Closer
Snacks

Terry Smith

Kenny Griffith

Terry Smith

Kenny Griffith

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members
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1John 4: 7-8
Thanks to the
Church Members
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