First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Goodland, Kansas

November

2020

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:4–7 (NRSV)
As I write this on October 29, I have had a chance to reflect on some of the information I learned last
week. Much of what we talked about and read about dealt with change and how we as individuals and as
congregations react and adapt to that change. The last seven months have been a change that none of us
could have imagined and, unfortunately, we are still in that time of change. We are in what William Bridges
calls “The Neutral Zone.” It is that period between the end of one thing and the beginning of a new thing.
The challenge is, we have yet to be able to define when and what we have ended, and we have no idea when
and what the new thing is going to be. And with all of this uncertainty, our emotions are drained and we are
tired.
As we enter the month of November, I have to say how proud I am of this congregation. With all of
this uncertainty, we as a congregation have done a great job of maintaining our relationships with one another while also trying to make the best decisions for the safety and wellbeing of our congregation and our community. I know early on, with board approval, the elders and I took the lead and are continuing to meet on a
monthly basis to evaluate the situation and to make our best recommendations, but I know the other groups
within the church have evaluated the situation with Covid and have made their own decision about whether
to meet or not to meet. And, has often been the case, we have made the decision to err on the side of safety.
It has not always been easy because we enjoy each other’s company, but we also love one another enough
that we do not want to risk the health of someone we love.
And in this month of thanksgiving, for this love and concern, I give thanks.
We are still in The Neutral Zone and I cannot tell you what the future will hold.
What I do know that as long as we continue to love one another and continue to share
fellowship with one another using the new and many available technologies, we will
continue to thrive as First Christian Church. It will not be easy. We will get tired. We
will get frustrated. But, as long as we keep Christ as our head and the love of God in
our heart, we will continue to be a part of the Body of Christ.
As we go through the month of November, look for the many things for which
to give thanks: faith, family, food, shelter, health, safety. For me, I give thanks for you, the members of First
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Goodland, Kansas, for your love and care of one another.
I look forward to worshipping with you, whether it be online or in person. I look forward to our fellowship experiences, again, whether it be online or in person. For, as I have been saying over the last seven
months, whether we are together or apart, we are one in Christ.
Take care and until next we meet, PEACE!
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Extended Prayerful Considerations:
Please include in your ongoing prayers the following:
Dwight Briney
Roger Collins
Roger Cormier
Jordan Dominick
Etta Mae Keirns
Lonnie Kerr
Sharon Mann
Catherine Parisi
David Schnug
Ione Todd
Mike Yoke

Kelli Chidester
Galen Cooper
Vetha Cormier
Alice Jackson
Carolyn Kerr
Barbara Laursen
Marie Marsh
Wanda Schneider
Mike Stamm
Todd Trzcinski

11-02
11-04

Wheat Ridge (main building)
Wanda Ginn
Dwight “Bud” Perrey

11-06
11-10
11-11
11-12

Please pray for our Active Military:
Tyson Reed, Chris Elliott, Nathan Craig, Arron
Arteaga, D J Glassman

GENERAL FUND GIVING
Date Amt Needed Offering Over/Short Attendance

11-13

10-04

$1944.84

$3024.00 +$1079.16

22

10-11

$1944.84

$2755.00

+$810.16

23

11-14

10-18

$1944.84

$2753.00

+$808.16

17

10-25

$1944.84

$1175.00

-$769.84

9

11-16
11-17
11-18
11-22
11-25
11-26
11-28

Condolences to….
...the families of Janet Harding Gausman Mehling. The

daughter of Lowell & Alberta Harding, and longtime resident
of Goodland.
...the families of Bessie Bishop. She was the wife of a previous
minister, Roy Bishop. We remember her fondly as well as the
time she and Roy were here at FCC!
...Bernie Taylor & families in the passing of her sister, Loretta
Flemming. It is very difficult when you can’t be there!
...Mary Daise & families in the passing of her sister-in-law,
Donna (Daise) Murray. She was a beloved relative and friend!
...Jeanette Ruddell & family in the passing of her mother, Inez
DePlata. A lady who impacted our whole community!
NEEDS FOR THE CHURCH:
Roaster liners
A big THANK YOU to those who are so generously giving in this way!!
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11-06
11-09
11-12

Ashley Griffith
Jaxon Vignery
Jed Strnad
Karli Strickland
Gwen Jenner
Brian Jenner
Emily Smith
Jonathan Brown
Annalee Luckert
Dennis Daise
Ace (Arteaga) Jones
Michelle Ginn
Pam Sheldon
Brad Keirns
Rooks Strnad
Stuart Pittman
Lonnie Kerr
Michael Fenner
Dawn Kibel
Lowell Coon
Birkley Barnes
David Griffith
Jeff Mason

Curt & Bev Baldwin
Richard & LaDona Frerichs
Robert & Michelle Coad
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CWF Events

USDA Commodities Distribution

All CWF activities and meetings have been temporarily
placed on hold due to the rise in Covid cases in the
community. We will let you know when that is lifted
and we resume. Thanks for your understanding and
support of the CWF and it’s functions!

The commodities distributions will be on a monthly
basis for the time being. The next distribution will be:
Monday, Nov. 2 @ 1:30-2:30pm
If you have time and would like to help,
either that day or with the preparations
ahead of time, please let Tracy Hillmer
know. We are always in need of more
plastic grocery bags, so if you have
some, please bring them to the church!!

A friendly
reminder
before turning in on
10/31/20.

Our kids would
have said,
“Macaroni and
cheese!”

The CWF has raised funds in excess of their
goal of $500 for the quilt raffle! See pg 5 for
the details.

What would
your kids say/
have said?

??Ever wondered what has happened??
We are enjoying hearing from some of those whom
we have worked and communed with in the past. This
month we are reconnecting with the Jack & Nancy
McKenzie family:
They left Goodland to live in McCook, Ne in 1988
where they still live. Jack retired Jan. 2019 but drives
for car dealerships and repairs cars & lawn mowers in
his private shop. He enjoys car shows as well. Nancy
has worked in a craft store, in a printing shop, and then
a greenhouse, but for the past 7 yrs has been a Jr High
Para. She enjoys her garden club, Bible study, and
making face masks for family and friends.
Felicia, a stay at home mom, is married to Chad
Christiansen, an insurance agent, & they live near Lincoln, Ne. They have had 2 spunky redhaired children a girl named McKenzie who had health issues and
passed away 2 yrs ago at the age of 6, & a son, Robert,
who just turned 7. Robert keeps his wonderful mom
very busy due to his autism. He is a very loving child!
Clint is single & after his education, has worked for
John Deere for 25 yrs. He started out as a mechanic &
has worked his way up to a recent promotion of shop
foreman/manager. With the recent change in position,
he is now in the process of moving to Crete, Ne.
We still love
and remember
this family who
touched our
lives here at
FCC!!
L-R: Clint, Jack,
Nancy, Felicia.
(taken Easter
2019)
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Not what we say about our (material) blessings,
but how we use them, is the true measure of our
thanksgiving.
W. T. Purkiser

From the Church Mouse:
~~Ace Arteaga is now Ace Jones! Now he
has two things to celebrate when his birthday
comes up on the 13th - Congrats!!

Snippits from the Board Meeting
The elders, in their discussion re: Covid-19 policy
for the church, decided that it would be unwise to
hold the Community Thanksgiving Day meal.
 A congregational meeting to approve the 2021
budget and vote on the slate of new board members
will be held on Nov. 15th (immed after worship).
 A gift card will be given to Pastor Doug from the
board/congregation in honor of Pastor
Appreciation Month (Oct.). The elders
are giving one as well from their own
fund.
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WHO AM I?
Last month’s “Who am I?” was Katrina Davis.

This month can you guess who our congregational family member is?

1. What is your favorite vacation location? Texas
2. Name one item that is on your bucket list. A trip to Alaska
3. What is your favorite Thanksgiving tradition & your favorite Thanksgiving food?
cook a lot (wish) & oyster dressing

Not having to

4. When you were a child, what did you want to do when you grew up? Work with animals at a zoo
5. What store would you browse in the longest? Home Depot
6. What is your pet peeve? People not putting their trash in the trash can!
7. If you could come with a guarantee, what would you guarantee about yourself? That I am stubborn.
8. How long have you attended FCC? 37 or 38 years
9. If you had any resources you needed, what would you do to enhance our church? Have more time
to help maintain the building & grounds.

Who Am I?
Gratitude makes sense of our past,
brings peace for today, and creates a
vision for tomorrow.
Melody Beattie

KIDZ KORNER
How about this craft project for the
Thanksgiving season?? It would be safe to
share with neighbors & friends as they are
pre-packaged food items. To personalize it,
you could use a hand tracing for the turkey
feathers as well!
Have Fun!!

Can you match these occupations to a hymn?
(you match ‘em up)

Dentist’s Hymn

Send the Light

Weatherman’s Hymn

I Surrender All

Contractor’s Hymn

There is a Green Hill Far Away

Tailor’s Hymn

Crown Him with Many Crowns

Golfer’s Hymn

Open My Eyes That I May See

Politician’s Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation

Optometrist’s Hymn
IRS Agent’s Hymn

I’ve Got a Mansion

Electrician’s Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy

Realtor’s Hymn
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Standing on the Promises

There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
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Reflections from our Church Sign
(wisdom that blesses our community weekly)

**Don’t count the days. Make the days
count!
**If you get tired, learn to rest not quit.
**Choose faith over worry
**(not changed)

Nifty Needlers

Meeting every Tuesday @ 2 p.m. in
the Church’s Sewing Room (north west
corner of the building).
In our sewing, embroidery, crocheting,
and visiting, we take time for ‘show and tell’ often.
Here are some of the items that ‘showed up for telling’
this time:

The outside activities are
slowing down, so to keep
in shape, we will need to
gear up the inside activi
ty. Don’t forget that the
Exercise Class meets
each week on Monday,
Wednesday, & Friday, at
9:00 a.m. here at the
church.
P.S. The holiday meals are fast upon us. That is reason
#2 to gear up for fitness!! Kudos to these folks.

...and we have a WINNER!!
The winner of the raffle for this quilt issssssss (drum roll inserted) Birkley
Barnes!! Congratulations - you have a gem
for sure!!
They raised $583.99,
which included a donation to pay for the tickets used. The CWF decided
not to split the funds, but only take $197 which left
$370 for the purpose in which this raffle was done in
the first place - to pay for materials to make quilts of
valor. What a generous act and support for the Nifty
Needlers efforts!!
Thank you to all who
sewed, quilted, & sold
or bought tickets. A
beautiful quilt and most
worthy cause, for sure.
P.S. The winners of the
free tickets in Oct.
were: Krista Donaker
and Connie Grieve.
Thanks to all who
played along - it was
fun!
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Thank You…
...Thank you, church family, for all the cards and
notes of sympathy at the passing of my sister, Loretta
Flemming. Also, thank you for your cards, phone calls,
flowers, and words of encouragement while I was in
the hospital. A special thank you to Pastor Doug for
your hospital visits, phone calls and many, many prayers. God bless you all!
Bernie & Gil Taylor
...To my Brothers and Sisters in Christ! I want to
thank you for the wonderful remembrance from the
board & congregation for Pastor’s appreciation month.
It is wonderful to serve a congregation who shares love
and caring so freely. I feel blessed to be your Pastor.
PEACE!
Pastor Doug Amend
...Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! The past several months have been a challenge, but I feel blessed
that we have worked side by side to help navigate these
uncharted waters. I want to thank you for the gift card,
but, more importantly, the love, friendship and support
you share as Elders. Blessings to you all! PEACE!
Pastor Doug Amend
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November 2020 Sermon Schedule
Nov 1

You Have Been Taught By God
to Love One Another
1 Thessalonians 2: 9 – 12, New Testament, Page 959

Nov 8

Dealing with the What Ifs

Psalm 139: 1 – 6, 13 – 18, Old Testament, Page 503

Nov 15 Blueprint for Hope

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18, New Testament, Page 960

Nov 22

Thanksgiving Sunday
Count Your Many Blessings

Matthew 5: 1 – 12, New Testament, Page 787

Nov 29

First Sunday of Advent
An Advent Journey through Whoville:
The Grinch
Isaiah 64: 1 – 7, Old Testament, Page 606

Dec 6

Watch for the kick-off to
the 2020-2021 season coming our way as decisions
are made!!

Second Sunday of Advent
An Advent Journey through Whoville:
Cindy Lou Who
Isaiah 40: 1 – 11, Old Testament, Page 581

Tawakoni Gala planned for November
Tawakoni hosts an annual gala and auction fundraiser.
Instead of gathering in person, we are hosting an online
auction November 7-14.
Go to our website, kansasdisciples.org between Sat.,
Nov. 7, and Sat., Nov. 14, to register for your bid number
and bid on your favorite items. All week we will have
videos on our Facebook page to highlight some of the
items up for auction. ***
Don’t miss out on the chance to support this wonderful
mission and have some fun doing it! Who knows what
treasures you might find in the process!!

FRIENDSHIP CLASS
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
“Community”
We will be catching up on the
material that was not used in
this time of being apart. Come
check it out!!
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BOAT CLASS
Sunday mornings
@ 9:15 a.m.

With the interruption of class
due to Covid-19, we are continuing with the book “Great Figures
of the New Testament” written
by Amy-Jill Levine.
It is a look into the lives of many of the figures
common to the New Testament.

NOON PRAYER CLASS
!!Now Available On Zoom as well
as in person!!
This newly obtained book, “The
Power of a Praying Nation” by
Stormie Omartian is a great reminder that we DO need to pray for our nation,
esp. now with so much going on!
On hold at the moment due to the rise in Covid
cases locally. Watch for the resume date.
Every Thursday @ 12:30 p.m.
Church Parlor

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT
CLASS (Sept-April)
Join us on Wed. nights at 7:00 p.m.
~with Pastor Doug Amend~
In her hope-filled book, Sharon Watkins,
retired General Minister and President of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
shares her vision of how the good news
of Jesus calls American Christians to
unite around justice, mercy, and openness
in the 21st century.
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November 2020
1.

2.

9:00am Friendship Class
9:15am Boat Class
9:00am Exercise
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-person & Online
1:30-2:30pm USDA
Commodities Distr.

8.

9.

3.

10:00am Zoom Bible
Study
2:00pm Sewing
Group 7:00pm Zoom book
study

10.

7:30am Board Meeting
9:00am Friendship Class 9:00am Exercise
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-person & Online

4.

8:30am CWF General @ church parlor 9:00am Exercise

11.

5.

7.

9:00am Exercise
Noon Prayer Class
(In-person & Zoom)

12.

10:00am Zoom Bible 9:00am Exercise
Study
1:30pm Martha’s
Goldenrod Group
@ church parlor

6.

13.

14.

9:00am Exercise
Noon Prayer Class
(In-person & Zoom)

2:00pm Sewing
7:00pm Zoom book
Group
study

15.

16.

17.

9:00am Friendship Class
9:15am Boat Class
9:00am Exercise
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-person & Online
Congregational Meeting
immed. following worship.

22.

19.

9:00am Exercise

20.

21.

9:00am Exercise
Noon Prayer Class
(In-person & Zoom)

2:00pm Sewing
Group
7:00pm Zoom book
study

23.

MUSIC

9:00am Friendship Class
9:15am Boat Class
9:00am Exercise
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-person & Online
1:30pm Wheat Ridge
Services
4:00pm Elder’s Meeting
& Study

29. First Sunday
Of Advent

10:00am Zoom Bible
Study

18.

24.

25.

26.

27.
(Office Closed)

28.

10:00am Zoom Bible
Study
2:00pm Sewing
Group
7pm Property Mtg

30.

Poinsettia orders
will be due early in
Dec.
Get your order in
to avoid missing
out!

9:00am Friendship Class 9:00am Exercise
9:15am Boat Class
10:00am Fellowship time
10:30am Worship
In-person & Online
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
711 Arcade, P.O.Box 335
Goodland, KS 67735

Church
Pastor’s Cell
E-mail:

(785) 890-5233
(785) 821-2794
Fccpastor@st-tel.net or
revdbamend@yahoo.com
Friendship Class
9:00 a.m.
Boat Class
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time
10:00 a.m. (Refreshments served)
Worship Service
10:30 a.m.
Disciple Zone 2.0 on Wednesday nights at 5:45 p.m.
(classes for children and adults!)
The Christian Echo is sent to you as a member or friend of
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Goodland, Ks
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHECK IT OUT!
www.goodlandfccdoc.org
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Vision Statement

Mission Statement

To be a faithful, growing church,
that demonstrates true community,
deep Christian Spirituality,
and a passion for justice.

To be and to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving,
and serving from our doorsteps
“to the ends of the earth.”

(Micah 6:8)

(Acts 1:8)

November 2020
1
Elders
Worship Leader

Debbie Martin, Off
Tracy Hillmer, Com

8
Kim Cole, Off
Tim Armknecht, Com

15
Kenny Griffith, Off
Dick Hayden, Com

22
Tracy Hillmer, Off
Debbie Martin, Com

29
Ron Vignery, Off
Debbie Griffith, Com

God

is

our

refuge

and

strength,

a

very

present

help

Servers

in

trouble.

Therefore

we

will

Candlelighters

not

fear

though

the

earth

Nursery

should

change…..

Psalm

46:

1-2a

Greeter(s):

A/V Tech-Closer
Snacks

Terry Smith

Kenny Griffith

Terry Smith

Kenny Griffith

Terry Smith

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members
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