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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Goodland, Kansas  March 2026 

 

 
Happy March, Beloveds!  

 
 
 

First: Each offering, each talent, each willingness to do a task, is so important to our church. 
Church is who is here. WE are the church - not just the minister, not the building, not one  
person who appears to give ‘more’. But we all together are First Christian Church - Amen?  
 
In this season as we consider all the ways to welcome Spring, I have to admit I'm pretty  
excited about the preaching series for Lent. Per usual, I hope there is something for everyone!  
It was 'downloaded' into my spirit shortly after Christmas, and was inspired by you showing 
up with a spiritual hunger at First Christian Church.  
 
Lent is about the journey with Jesus as He was prepared for His ministry.  
 
The first Sunday in Lent, February 22nd, started out with an introduction to Lent and differ-
ent forms of fasting. Fasting can be restricting something, adding something (a deed or a 
thought process), or giving something away - or all three! Really, fasting is an expression of 
one's desire to really get with God.  
 
The first Sunday in March, we explored what wilderness is, as well as what can happen in 
wilderness times of our lives, and God's provision through it.  
 
The next three Sundays shouldn't disappoint as we deepen our understanding of temptation 
(out of Matthew 4). The tempter tested Jesus first by bread. Second, Jesus was tempted 
through a test of safety. And third, power. We will consider how we are tempted to idolize our 
own capabilities over God's. Hopefully these will be an encouragement to you.  
 
And, finally, a friendly reminder: Bible studies are at 7 pm Tuesdays at the church & 2:30 pm 
on Thursdays at Handy Towers. Those interested in the Bible are welcome at either or both!  
 
Let us be thoughtful and take care of ourselves and one another in this season of moving from 
winter to spring.  
     
     Love,  
     your pastor, Monika  
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Snippits from the last Board Meeting  

 *The Elderetti Spaghetti Dinner was carried out on February 1, with a free-will offering     
    of $962 received. 
 *It was brought to the board’s attention that we have young children in the church that are    
   approaching Sunday School age. Education for these children need to be considered and  
   others that may attend. 
 *Terry Smith reported that several repairs have been made. Terry and Pastor Monika thanked  
   Dylan and Tehnee Hageman for their willingness to repaint the labyrinth when the weather  
   makes it possible. 
 *Office Coverage during Shelby’s maternity leave – Joy will cover the office on Mondays &  
   Wednesdays; Pastor Monika will cover on Tuesdays & Thursdays; Debbie G. will do the  
   bulletins, Power Point slides, Worship Leader pages, and the Newsletter(s). 
 *A plea was made for voting delegates that can represent our congregation at the Zoom  
   General Assembly on July 10 & 11th. 

Birthdays this month! 

ATTENDANCE &  
OFFERING 

Date In-Person Offering 

2/01 42 1575 

2/08 ? 1285 

2/15 33 1793 

2/22 35 1258 

   

Kenny Davis March 2 

Treson Clark March  4 

Jace Goin March 6 

Nona Mason March  7 

Morgan Hagerman March 9 

Tricia Meier March 12 

Gorda Adelgren March  21 

Crystal Van Vleet March  22 

Jerome Ontiveroz March  23 

Janet Schrieber March  24 

Helen Vignery March 26 

Darla Brock March 29 

Will Griffith March 29 

“Adult Children’s Chat” 

Kendall & Jacque Cooper March 9 

Jeremy & Megan Kemp March  20 

Anniversaries this month! 
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Our Weekly Church Sign 
 

(wisdom that blesses our community weekly) 
 

• Praying will give you a calm-plex! 
• It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark! 
• Let Jesus calm your troubled waters! 
• Daily prayers lessen daily cares! 

 

Exercise Group 
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday  

9:00-9:30am  
 

Photos of the group 
class and fellowship 

below 

 

Game Day Group Fun! 
 

*Back Row, L-R; Sharon Finley, Pat Camp-
bell, Jo Simmons & Birkley Barnes. 
*Sitting, L-R; Lynda Greer, Mary Daise, Pas-
tor Monika Hunter, Connie Grieve.   
 
At Canasta Game Day, when Pastor Monika 
felt like she has grasped how to play this game.  
So while Monika  goes through the whole pile 
she got to pick up, we’re all just reading our 
books…waiting.  Mary is unhappy, she gave 
Monika just the right card! 
 
*Pat Campbell is showing the string she tied 
around her finger!  We all told her to tie a 
string around her finger to remember to come 
to Canasta Game  Day!  We all have fun on 
Friday 

<<Game Day Group>> 

Please come join in whenever you can for 

cards and fun! Every Friday @ 1:00 p.m. 

in the Church Parlor  
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      Nifty Needlers  
 

Every Tuesday @ 2 p.m.  
in the Church’s Sewing Room . 

. 
 

CWF NEWS 
Our monthly CWF meeting was held on February 11th with 5 in attendance. Leader Connie Grieve read a devotion. Secre-

tary Jo Simmons presented past minutes from the past few months. These records were unavailable due to her personal 

computer getting hacked  months ago. Thank you Jo, for your continued work to present these minutes properly.   

New Business: Election of Officers is coming up in April. We are in the middle of a 2-year term. The current officers will 

need to be re-elected, unless one wishes to be removed. Treasurer Birkley Barnes would like to give up her position as of 

June 30, 2026. Jo has indicated she will take over as Treasurer if someone would be willing to be Secretary. Please contact 

Connie Grieve if you are interested.  

Discussion around a possible fundraiser for CWF to be tabled to next month. Jo indicated a possible Service project, that 

would be throughout the year. The Goodland Churches Thrift Store needs volunteers to pickup overflow surplus/

decorations and drop off to Handy & Sparks Towers, as well as Hope’s Place. Committee consists of: Jo (chair), Ruth On-

tiveroz, Lynda Greer. Motion by Birkley; seconded by Ruth; motion approved.  

Our next meeting will be March 11, 2026 at 2pm in the church parlor. Reminder to be collecting “coins for blessings” to 

be gathered up April 8, 2026. May we all be blessed. For our meeting on May 13, 2026, we will go to lunch at 11am. This 

will be “dutch treat”, pay your own meal; place to be announced later.   CWF Leader, Connie Grieve 

Prayer Vigil March 27-28: Please Sign up to contribute to 24 hrs of prayer at the 
church! Come pray, read, sing, or whatever brings you closer to God. Remember to 
lift up others, our church and our world, then do some listening as well… 

!!You will be blessed !! 

“Following Bob’s Example” 
 

   With the nearing of his 90th 
birthday, Bob Wickwar sought a 
way to give thanks to God for the 
life he had lived. He gave the 
church one dollar for every year of 
life. That year it was with $1 bills. 
When the offering tray came his 
way, he placed each dollar in, one by 
one, with a smile so great upon his 
face, everyone knew something was 
going on. 
   Each year after that, Bob did it 
again! One year he used silver dol-
lars, another, $2 bills, and yet an-
other year, he used the new gold 
dollar coins. Each year he beamed 
with that same smile. Each year he 
hoped that others 
would follow his lead 
and do the same. 
   Won’t you “Follow 
Bob’s Example”, giving 
thanks to God for the 
years you have been 
given? 
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MUSIC 

1 
 
 
 
 

2 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Kansas 
Region Prayer 
Circle 

3 
 
 
2:00pm  Nifty 
              Needlers 
 
7:00 pm Bible 
                 Study 

4 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Choir 

5 
 
2:30 pm Bible 
Study @ Handy 
Towers 
 
 
Kansas Region 
Spiritual Retreat 

6 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
1:00pm Game Day 
              Group    
 
Kansas Region 
Spiritual Retreat 
   

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kansas Region 
Retreat 

8 
Daylight Savings Time 
 
7:30am Board Meeting 

9 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Kansas 
Region Prayer 
Circle 

10 Harriet Tubman 
Day 
 
 
2:00pm  Nifty 
              Needlers 
 
7:00 pm Bible 
                 Study 

11 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
2:00pm CWF 
Meeting  in Parlor 
 
 
7:00pm Choir 

12 
 
 
2:30 pm Bible 
Study @ Handy 
Towers 
 
5:15 pm Worship 
Committee  

13 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
1:00pm Game Day 
              Group   
 
Spring Break  
Begins    

14 
 
 
 

15 
1:30 Wheat Ridge  
                    Service 
2:30 Topside Service 
 
 
 

16 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Kansas 
Region Prayer 
Circle 

17 St. Patrick's Day 
 
 
2:00pm  Nifty 
              Needlers 
 
 7:00 pm Bible 
                 Study 

18 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
1:30 pm Dementia 
Support Group 
 
 
7:00pm Choir 

19 
 
 
2:30 pm Bible 
Study @ Handy 
Towers 

20 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
1:00pm Game Day 
              Group   
 
 

21 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Elders Meeting 

23 
 
 
1:30 pm  
Commodities 
Distribution 
 
7:00 pm Kansas 
Region Prayer 
Circle 

24 
 
 
2:00pm  Nifty 
              Needlers 
 
7:00 pm Bible 
                 Study 

25 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
 
7:00pm Choir 

26 
 
 
2:30 pm Bible 
Study @ Handy 
Towers 

27 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
1:00pm Game Day 
              Group      
 
24-Hour Prayer 
Vigil 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24-Hour Prayer 
Vigil 

29 
Palm Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm Music Club 

30 
9:00am Exercise 
 
 
7:00 pm Kansas 
Region Prayer 
Circle 

31 
 
 
2:00pm  Nifty 
              Needlers 
 
7:00 pm Bible 
                 Study 
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  First Christian Church 
  (Disciples of Christ) 
  711 Arcade, P.O.Box 335 
  Goodland, KS  67735 

Church    (785) 890-5233 
Church E-mail: fccdoc@st-tel.net 
    
 
Fellowship Time 10:00 a.m. (Refreshments served) 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
The Christian Echo is sent to you as a member or friend of 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Goodland, Ks 
 
 

CHECK IT OUT! 
www.goodlandfccdoc.org  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 
8 15 22 29 1 

Elders Kenny / Kim Debbie G Jeff / Terry 
Kenny / Debbie 

M 
Dick / Terry 

Worship Leader Terry Smith Kara Smith Connie  Grieve TBD Jo Simmons 

Greeter(s): Kara Smith Janet Davis LaDona Frierichs TBD Jeff & Nona 

A/V Tech-Closer Andrew Kenny Terry Kenny Terry 

Nursery  Betty Hageman Kim Cole Tehnee Hageman Kara Smith Debbie Martin 

THE INCOGNITO GROUP 
 

AA Meetings held in  
The First Christian Church 

711 Arcade  
 Northwest gravel parking lot door  

(off of Arcade street).  
 

Sunday—6 pm 
(Open Meeting) 

USDA Commodities Distribution  
 

The next distributions will be: 
 

  March 23, 2026 @ 1:30 pm 
   
  Following date will be: May 18 

Needs for the Church 
 

39 Gallon Yard Waste Bags 


