First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Goodland, Kansas
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2020

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”
Galatians 5: 13 – 14, NRSV
The other day I was joking with one of my colleagues that I needed to write my monthly epistle.
Little did any of us know back in March when the stay at home orders first began the questions and challenges that would lay ahead of us, as individuals, as the church, as a community. As I have said before,
this is not something they train us for in seminary, and I am thankful for the leadership that the Elders
and our Board Chair, Lois Cossman, have shown over the past four months. We have been walking
through a pretty dark valley trusting that God is going to guide and comfort us as we continue on this
journey.
I am also thankful for you, the members of our congregation. You have been patient and understanding as we have been working our way through this pandemic. From learning to worship at home
via Facebook Live to slowly returning back to in-person worship, especially with those challenging to
open all-in-one communion cups, your love and support of what we have been doing is greatly appreciated. I am especially thankful for your continued support of our congregational ministries through your
tithes and offerings. Not every pastor can say that to the congregation they serve.
As I write this column, Belinda and I are getting ready to take a few days off. More than likely
we will be spending a quiet Fourth of July as the place we are going is too dry for fireworks. As we celebrate our freedoms as set out in the Constitution and its twenty-seven amendments, we also need to remember the freedom we have in Christ. As Paul shares in the Letter to the Galatians, our freedom in
love is not to build ourselves up, but rather, in that love we are called to “serve one another humbly in
love.” (Galatians 5:13b (NIV2011)) Paul then goes on to write, “If, however, you bite and devour one
another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify
the desires of the flesh.” (15-16, NRSV)
I am thankful for the love that has been shared over the past few months. I know it has not been
easy and sometimes patience has run thin. This comes from being human. But we have done a good job
remembering this is not about our individual needs and wants, but what is best for the collective needs
and wants of the community. This is “loving our neighbor as yourself.”
I wish I could give an answer as to when all of this will be over and we can return to whatever our
new normal will look like. Unfortunately, like you, I have no crystal ball to see the future. What I do
have is a faith in our God that God will continue to lead us through this pandemic and will bring us to a
brighter future. I also know I am part of a loving community that will continue to care and carry one another until we get to that new future. And, again, for this I give God and you thanks.
I look forward to worshiping with you, whether it be online or in person. I look forward when we
can share fellowship together without wondering if it is safe or if we are doing it right. Until that time,
keep safe, wash your hands, and whether we are together or apart, we are one in Christ. PEACE!
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Extended Prayerful Considerations:
Please include in your ongoing prayers the following:
Kelli Chidester
Galen Cooper
Vetha Cormier
Loretta Fleming
Carolyn Kerr
Barbara Laursen
Marie Marsh
Bud Perrey
David Schnug
Todd Trzcinski

Roger Collins
Roger Cormier
Jordan Dominick
Alice Jackson
Lonnie Kerr
Sharon Mann
Catherine Parisi
Wanda Schneider
Mike Stamm
Mike Yoke

07-01
07-05
07-06
07-07
07-08
07-09
07-10

Wheat Ridge (main building)
Wanda Ginn
Linda Fogo
Topside Manor
Etta Mae Keirns
Please pray for our Active Military:
Tyson Reed, Chris Elliott, Nathan Craig, Eric Neilson, Arron
Arteaga, D J Glassman

GENERAL FUND GIVING
Date Amt Needed Offering Over/Short Attendance

07-11
07-15
07-20
07-21
07-22
07-24

06-07

$1944.84

$2820.00

+$875.16

20

06-14

$1944.84

$1845.00

-$99.84

10

07-25

06-21

$1944.84

$1608.00

-$336.84

12

06-28

$1944.84

$922.00

-$1022.84

21

07-26
07-31

NEEDS FOR THE CHURCH:
“409” spray cleaner
Paper towels
A big THANK YOU to those who are so generously giving in this way!!
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07-04
07-18
07-20

Diann Ross
Kendall Cooper
Carol Jolly
Julie Vignery
Lynn Ihrig
Abby Keith
James Vignery
Abigail (Neal) Whitman
Emily Biernacki
Marie Marsh
Britney-Ann Smith
Mary Smith
Zander Coad
Joe Eli
Linda Fogo
Connie Hays
Dick Hayden
Cara Daise
Derrick Amend
Kenny Griffith
Jeannie Pyles
Ryan Hill
Brysen Graves

Abel & Ruth Ontiveroz
Kenny & Debbie Griffith
Dave & Betty Hageman
Bob & Mary Smith
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
Since we all have had plenty of time to do some
spring cleaning, the CWF would like to remind you
that if you have any gently used or new items that can
be sold in the CWF Silent Auction in October, please
leave them in the church office. Jo Simmons will put
them in a safe place until the time comes for the sale.
OUR CHURCH’S STORY:
(part 3 of 4)
In 1951, Glenn Cowperthwaite, son of Alfred and
Ada Cowperthwaite, and his wife, Marge moved to
Enid, OK where Glenn began his training for the ministry at Phillips University. They have served Disciples of Christ Churches for 35 years in Colorado &
Oklahoma. They also served the Capital Hill Christian Church in Oklahoma City the last sixteen years.
They are the parents of Rolly, Mary Jane, Annette and
Jerri.
Note: In the written history that these excerpts are
coming from, this section was entitled “Our Timothy”. This term refers to someone who was from our
congregation who entered into formal ministry.
Update: This would also include Carol Ann Edling Jolly,
who was ordained on May 20,
2008 in this church. She then
went on to pastor this congregation until Aug. 2014.

KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE
Vacation Bible School is
fast approaching! We will
be teaming up with the
Methodist Church again this
year for a program titled,
“Knights of North Castle”.
It will be held at the Methodist Church this year on
July 27-30 from 5:30-8:00
p.m. No pre-registration required. There will be a light
meal served and an actionpacked time of learning,
singing and fun!
If you would like to help in any way, or need any further information, please call Jessica Vignery @ 785821-4603 or Tricia Meier @ 785-728-7045.

!!Watch for more information & don’t miss out!!
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USDA Commodities Distribution
The commodities distributions have been closer together lately which is good as there many who need it.
The next one will possibly be on Aug 3rd. If you have
time and would like to help, either that day or with the
preparations ahead of time, please let
the church office know. We are also in
need of plastic grocery bags, so if you
have some, bring them to church with
you or stop them by during office
hours!!

Thank you…
...for all the meals & cards. I really liked them & the
food was amazing.
Jenifer Charles
...We would like to thank you for the cards, notes, and
kind words of sympathy we received on the passing
away of our brother-in-law, Dave Fleming. Your prayers were appreciated.
Gil & Bernie Taylor
...I would like to thank everyone for your prayers after I
had such a bad fall. Thank you, Pastor Doug, for praying with me on the phone. It helped a lot with my decisions about my health. I am on the mend now and hope
to be back in church soon.
Bernie Taylor

!!Calling all Kids!!
How about "virtual camp"!?!? Because
camps and conferences have been cancelled this summer, the Region of Kansas
is offering two online camps, one on July 15 for those
who have completed Kindergarten through 5th grade,
and July 15, 16, and 17 for those who have completed
grades 6 through 12. There is no cost to register and if
your child would like a t-shirt, please let the office
know as the Van Vleet camp fund will cover the cost
for the t-shirts. Register @ www.kansasdisciples.org.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Doug
(785-821-2794) or Belinda (785-821-2831).

Snippits from the Board Meeting
Since Pastor Doug will be on vacation
from July 3-14th, Debbie Griffith will
give the message on July 5th & on July 12th, it will
be Debbie Martin.
 The Elders will meet on June 28th for, hopefully,
the last meeting to discuss the Covid-19 restrictions!
 From Property - The light for the back parking lot
is up and shines very brightly! Also, we now have
two stand-style hand sanitizer dispensers. When the
sanitizer to fill them is available, they will be showing up at both the front and back entrances.
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WHO AM I?
Last month’s “Who am I?” was Kevin Rasure.

This month can you guess who our congregational family member is?
1. As a child, how did you celebrate the 4th of July? Watching fireworks from the house at the fairgrounds.
2. Do you have a favorite memory or tradition for the 4th of July? Cooking hamburgers & hot dogs on the
grill with mom’s homemade potato salad & homemade ice cream
3. What was your favorite TV show growing up or now?

Walt Disney

4. By-the-way...I heard you have a birthday in July...Happy Birthday! Do you have a special birthday memory
or birthday wish to share with us? My Mom had a “jewelry box” cake made for me.
5. What quality do you have that you have passed to your family?
sometimes, but they know it!

Jesus is Savior. They may not show it at

6. Do you have hobbies or special things you like to do in the summer time?
grass mowed.
7. What career do you think you would have been bad at?

Raise flowers & keep the darn

Babysitter!! No more than 2 at a time, thank you!

8. You have been a gift to so many youth in our church with your leadership. Can you tell us about a special
memory you have working with the youth? Tharon Barber thought no one could scare him, but I got him
good accidently when ‘someone’ tapped on the window just at the right time!
9. How long have you worshipped at First Christian Church?
here in Goodland.
10. I especially feel God in my life when…

50 years after Noah landed here - all my life

I’m needing someone to talk to.

Who Am I?

~Milestone Marriages~

On May 30, 2020, Dick & Joy Hayden celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary. They had a private gathering with their family to add to their joy in marking this
milestone in their marriage.
As your church family, we share with you in this time
of love and God-honoring commitment that you have
made. We pray for God’s blessings as you continue to
compliment each other’s lives and share with others by
example.
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On June 15, 2020, Bruce & Tina Gleason celebrated
their 40th Wedding Anniversary. The pictured Precious
Moments figurine was given to Bruce’s parents for
their 40th anniversary and now is theirs to enjoy &
identify with in a deeper way.
We join in the celebration of many years together and,
as you both have said, being best friends and a rock for
each other. May God’s blessing continue to be upon
your lives together.
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Reflections from our Church Sign
(wisdom that blesses our community weekly)

**Life is a series of tiny little miraclesnotice them
**Be kind to one another, even if you disagree on stuff
**The real test is being kind to unkind people
**Smile - Happiness looks good on you
A big “Thank You” to Dick Hayden, who so faithfully changes this sign every week. It is quite a job, but
we all know how meaningful it is to the whole community!

Summer Sack Lunch Program
The sandwich making and
packing of bags has begun!
From June 1-July 26, MonFri, sack lunch meals will be
available for children at various locations in the community for free. We will be assembling the sandwiches/
bags on Mondays @ 9 a.m. & Wednesdays @ 5:15
p.m. here at the church. Please come and help - some
children depend on it!!

Tuesday Sewing Group
Temporary meeting place is 320 East 15th,
every Tuesday @ 2 p.m., until the church is
open for holding functions other than Sunday services.
This was the first gathering since our isolation period.
We ate cookies provided by Joan Reid and had showand-tell. The aqua quilt was made by Bernie Taylor,
and was started by her mother in 1952 or 1953! The
patriotic quilt was made by Joan Reid and she brought
it to show us. She had made it for a charity event, and
then loved it so much that her husband, Royal, bought
it back at the auction for her! Dee Ann Ihrig is busy
making beautiful outfits for her grandbabies, Joni Denton has been embroidering stacks of kitchen towels,
Virginia W. is on the last of the blocks for her state
quilt block masterpiece, and Virginia Terry is crocheting all the yarn she has to make beautiful things for her
grandbabies – what a talented group!
The quilt that was in the frame at church is in the final
stages of completion, so we will have details about how
you might be lucky enough to have it for your own
soon!

Joining us on this earthly journey is…….
Cooper Chase Ploeger, son of Matt & Nicole (Smith)
Ploeger. He arrived 6 weeks early on June 26, 2020
weighing in at 6lbs 7oz and 19.5” long. After a little
more time in the hospital, he will be welcomed home
by big brother, Andrew, who is 17 months old.
We also celebrate
with maternal
grandparents Terry
& Kara Smith in
this wonderful and
important job of
grandparenting.

Need to have a refreshing walk/talk with the Lord?
Don’t forget about the labyrinth. It is available
24/7/365 and so is God!! A specific attire is not required, so if insomnia is presenting
itself, you could
walk it in your jammies at 2 a.m. if you
want. (Maybe God
has awakened you
for that talk?)
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“Dining with Disciples”
The new Kansas Disciples Women cookbook, to benefit the Jones Lodge construction fund, is now available.
Filled with over 640 recipes from Disciples in the
Kansas Region and beyond, you’ll want to be sure to
purchase a copy of “Dining with Disciples”. The cookbook will make great gifts so order several copies
while they are available.
“Dining with Disciples” will be delivered to churches
or your designated representative for each church or
district state-wide over the course of the next several
weeks. Please contact Carla Pearson at carla.pearson58@gmail.com or 620-755-4640
to set up a delivery time of cookbooks to
your location. Cookbooks are $17.00/each
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July 2020 Sermon Schedule
July 5

“Who do YOU say that I AM?”

July 12

Gone - Debbie Martin

July 19

Dynamics of Faith: Types of Faith

July 26

Dynamics of Faith: The Truth of Faith

August 5

Dynamics of Faith: The Life of Faith

(Debbie Griffith) Matt. 16: 13-17

Daniel 3:8-18, Old Testament, Page 719
Hebrews 12: 1 – 2, New Testament, Page 978
John 8: 31 – 38, New Testament, Page 871

Romans 12: 1 – 8, New Testament, Page 922

As we have come to a close
for the summer, please
watch for the kick-off to the
2020-2021 season coming
our way in the fall!!

BOAT CLASS (pending)
Sunday mornings
@ 9:15 a.m.
We have started the book “Great
Figures of the New Testament”
written by Amy-Jill Levine. A
look into the lives of the figures
common to the New Testament.

Have Something to Share?
We could have put it here!
The secretary is open to your
“Wise or Witty” suggestions or submissions. We are all in this together!!

FRIENDSHIP CLASS
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
<<Starting July 12th>>
Community
Unit 2: A New People
July 5

Promised Restoration
Jeremiah 23:1-8

July 12

Wisdom to Navigate Life’s Challenges
Daniel 1:8-17

July 19

Our Always-Faithful God
Daniel 3:19-30

July 26

Forgiving, Merciful, Compassionate
Nehemiah 9:9-17, 32-33
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NOON PRAYER CLASS (pending)
“The Wounds of Jesus - A Meditation on the Crucified Savior”
by Christina Baxter. In this
book we will explore the Passion
of Jesus from the perspective of
His wounds.
Every Thursday @ 12:00 p.m.
Church Parlor

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT
CLASSES (Sept-April)
Join us on Wed. nights at 6:15 p.m.
~with Pastor Doug Amend~
Continued discussion of the book,
“The Jesus I Never Knew”. Hope to
see you there.
~with Emily Luckert~
This is a women’s class and we will
be discussing the book “For Women
Only” by Shaunti Feldhahn. Any and
all women are welcome!
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July 2020
1.

2.

9 a.m. Exercise

3. Amends are on 4. vacation - - 9 a.m. Exercise

Noon Prayer Class

5. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. - - - - - - - - - - - 7. - - - - - - - - - - - 8. - - - - - - - - - - 9 a.m. Friendship Class
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10am Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-house & Online

9 a.m. Exercise

8:30 a.m. CWF
General mtg @
McDonalds

9. - - - - - - - - - - - 10. - - - - - - - - - -

9 a.m. Exercise

11. - - - - - - - - -

9 a.m. Exercise
Noon Prayer Class

2 p.m Sewing Group

12. - - - - - - - - - - -

13. - - - - - - - - - -

7:30 a.m Board Meeting
9 a.m. Friendship Class 9 a.m. Exercise
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10am Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-house & Online

19.

20.

9 a.m. Friendship Class
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10am Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-house & Online

MUSIC

14. - - - - - - - - - -

15.

16.

9 a.m. Exercise

9 a.m. Exercise

18.

9 a.m. Exercise
Noon Prayer Class

2 p.m Sewing Group

21.

17.

22.

23.

9 a.m. Exercise

24.

25.

9 a.m. Exercise

10 am Zoom Bible
Study
Noon Prayer Class

1:30 p.m. Wheat Ridge
Services

2 p.m Sewing Group
.

26.

27.

9 a.m. Friendship Class
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10am Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-house & Online

9 a.m. Exercise

4:00 p.m. Elder’s Mtg
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28.
10 am Zoom Bible
Study
2 p.m Sewing Group

29.

30.

31.
9 a.m. Exercise

9 a.m. Exercise
Noon Prayer Class

7 p.m. Property Mtg
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
711 Arcade, P.O.Box 335
Goodland, KS 67735

Church
Pastor’s Cell
E-mail:

(785) 890-5233
(785) 821-2794
Fccpastor@st-tel.net or
revdbamend@yahoo.com
Friendship Class
9:00 a.m.
Boat Class
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time
10:00 a.m. (Refreshments served)
Worship Service
10:30 a.m.
Disciple Zone 2.0 on Wednesday nights at 5:45 p.m.
(classes for children and adults!)
The Christian Echo is sent to you as a member or friend of
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Goodland, Ks
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHECK IT OUT!
www.goodlandfccdoc.org
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Vision Statement

Mission Statement

To be a faithful, growing church,
that demonstrates true community,
deep Christian Spirituality,
and a passion for justice.

To be and to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving,
and serving from our doorsteps
“to the ends of the earth.”

(Micah 6:8)

(Acts 1:8)

July 2020
5

12

Elders

Debbie Martin, Off
Kenny Griffith, Com

Kim Cole, Off
Tim Armknecht, Com

Worship Leader

I

Lift

Up

My

Eyes

To

The

Hills.

From

Where

Servers

Does

My

Help

Come?

My

Candlelighters

Help

Comes

From

The

Lord,

Nursery

Who

Made

Heaven

And

Earth.

Greeter(s):

A/V Tech-Closer
Snacks

19
Dick Hayden, Off
Tracy Hillmer, Com

26
Kenny Griffith, Off
Ron Vignery, Com

Kenny Griffith

Terry Smith

Kenny Griffith

Terry Smith

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members
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Psalms 121:1
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