First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Goodland, Kansas

April

2020

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV2011)
If you were watching and paying attention Sunday, you might recall this is the scripture I used during the
children’s moment. I was using it to reference the continuous learning plan that is being implemented by Goodland USD 352. Everyone from Bill Biermann on down to the custodial staff have been involved in making this
massive effort a reality. A great deal has been asked of our teachers and staff, and they are stepping up to the
plate. Not everything is going to work as planned, but everyone is doing their best to provide for the kids of our
community during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In much the same way, we are learning to do church in some new and different ways. Because of COVID
-19, we are not able to meet as a congregation in our building, but, as I said on Sunday, the church is not the
building. The church is the people. The church is us.
I cannot tell you how long we are going to worship and meet in these new and different ways. My hope
and prayer is that it will be sooner than later, but I also do not want us to gather when there can be a danger of
infection of any our members or our fellow Goodlanders. Since it could be awhile, I thought I would explain
what some of the programs we are using to maintain fellowship with one another.
Facebook Live
Facebook Live is a video streaming service found on the social media application, Facebook. The advantage of Facebook Live is that it is free and that many people are able to access it because they have
Facebook. Some of the disadvantages of Facebook Live are, one, Facebook downgrades our 1080 HD
stream to 480 SD stream. What that means is the picture and the sound is not as clear. Another disadvantage is
that not everyone has Facebook, so not everyone can watch the service live or later as a recording. To access our
live feed, you need to go to the church Facebook page, Goodland, KS First Christian Church - Disciples of
Christ.
Zoom
Zoom is an online meeting platform. The meetings are private. You can join either by video or
audio. For those without internet access, you can join by phone by calling one of the phone
numbers listed on the meeting invitation. The problem is, the phone numbers are long distance. Most cell plans
now provide unlimited long distance, so that is an option. We have not tried it yet, but some churches have used
Zoom to broadcast their services, and the stream can be shared on Facebook Live.
YouTube
YouTube is a video sharing program. I have set up a church YouTube page and have posted the
last three Sundays’ worship services. One reason I have done that is so I can link the YouTube
video to our church webpage. This gives two other options to watch the church worship service.
PayPal
PayPal is an online payment service. We have a church account that can be accessed via the church
webpage. You can use PayPal to share your tithe or offering with church. Two issues are that you can
only use a debit or credit card to make your donation and, second, there is a 2.9 percent service fee and a
30-cent transaction fee. I have looked at some other giving programs such as tithe.ly. These services have the
same service and transaction fees, but they also allow giving by a check and the option to cover the service fees.
During these difficult times, we are having to learn to be church in new and different ways. These programs are just some of the ways we are doing that. During these times, please stay safe, stay home, and wash
your hands. And, until next we meet, PEACE!
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Extended Prayerful Considerations:
Please include in your ongoing prayers the following:

Eric Brown
Kimberly Bussey
Roger Collins
Roger Cormier
Jasmine DuVall
Loretta Fleming
Carolyn Kerr
Sharon Mann
Catherine Parisi
Shawn Samuelson
Noah Scott
Tracy Sheats
Eugene Stumpf
Mike Yoke

Rob Brown
Kelli Chidester
Galen Cooper
Vetha Cormier
Patricia Ellis
Trent High
Lonnie Kerr
Rhonda Moreland
Bud Perrey
Wanda Schneider
Jimi Sheats
Mike Stamm
Todd Trzcinski

04-04
04-05
04-07
04-09
04-10
04-11
04-13
04-17
04-19

Wheat Ridge (main building)
Wanda Ginn
Linda Fogo

04-20

Please pray for our Active Military:
Tyson Reed, Chris Elliott, Nathan Craig,
Eric Neilson, Arron Arteaga, D J Glassman

04-21
04-23

GENERAL FUND GIVING
Date Amt Needed Offering Over/Short Attendance
03-01

$1944.84

$1759.00

-$185.84

49

03-08

$1944.84

$2102.00

+$157.16

46

03-15

$1944.84

$1068.00

-$876.84

28

03-22

$1944.84

$700.00

-$1244.84

(online)

03-29

$1944.84

$2310.50

+$365.66

(online)

NEEDS FOR THE CHURCH:
28 lb paper
Toilet brush in storage container
Spray disinfectant cleaner
A big THANK
YOU to those who
are so generously
giving in this way!!
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04-24
04-26
04-28

Alisha Coad
Abel Ontiveroz
Keith Bowman
Weston Toplikar
Dylan Hageman
Sherri Knitig
Tanner Jones
Tina Gleason
Kenny Grieve
Megan (Sheldon) Kemp
Jagger Topliff
Roger Collins
Gil Taylor
Amanda Coon
Joan Reid
Tammy Neal
Darrick Ihrig
Lindsay Biernacki
Charley Campbell
Daryl Barber
Taytem Arnold

04-07 Darrick & Valerie Ihrig
04-13 Terry & Cara Daise
04-21 Mark & Emily Luckert
- is the very nature of God.
- is a universal language, if
not by word, by action.
- can be seen as well as felt.
- can be shared without lessening the original
source, but in fact, augments it.
- Lives on in times of joy & in times of sorrow
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It is our turn to feed the
hungry by way of

!Meals on Wheels!
From May 1st - 15th, , we
will need volunteers to
deliver the noon meals to
those who need them.

From Death Springs New Life!!

Please contact Kara Smith at 728-7395 or Debbie
Martin at 899-6937 to reserve the dates that will
work best for you.

Here is what those busy beavers (pun intended)
have been up to:

Let’s not forget the Easter’s
special day offering for the Disciples Mission Fund. This would
have been received on April 5th &
12th in church, and now we need
to remember to add it to our alternate giving method!
This Easter Season, let us rejoice
in all the ways our wider church
embodies the Spirit of Resurrection, through life-giving ministry.
Visit disciplesmissionfund.org !!!

(left) End of life…
The dying tree had to come down
and became logs from which others shared in its warmth.
(below) Story told and revealed…
There was much curiosity in the
congregation and community as
the leftover stump was taking on a
shape of it’s own.

Finally, with the
elders gathered
‘round, the story
was told by the
co-creaters Kenny Grieve &
Kenny Griffith.

order & followed!
Pastor Doug
Amend and the Elders encircled it
with prayer, asking
that all may be
blessed by it’s presence!
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Dedicated to the
Glory of God and
in honor of Ron
Vignery (our beloved “let’s put a
chalice on everything”) it was unveiled. Of course,
a speech was in

Snippits from the Board Meeting
The sack lunch program is beginning to gear up for
the summer months and will possibly be able to
supply food 6 days/wk this year.
 Lighting will be added for the back door/parking lot
funded with memorial money.
 The Elders will be taking their annual retreat Apr
30-May 2 (if possible). This is an important part of
learning, renewing, and recharging!
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WHO AM I?
Last month’s “Who am I?” was Mary Smith.

This month can you guess who our congregational family member is?
1. What does Easter mean to you? The day Christ arose from the dead & ascended into Heaven. He died for
my sins.
2. What is your favorite tradition to do on Easter? Color eggs and hide them for the children.
3. What is your favorite item on the table for Easter dinner? Ham & Scalloped potatoes, deviled eggs made
from the Easter eggs.
4. What is your favorite part of the day & why? The whole day is wonderful.
5. What do you like to do in your spare time? Work word puzzles and put together puzzles.

6. What is your favorite movie or TV show (or both)? Gone with the Wind, NCIS
7. Whose autobiography would you be most curious to read? Danielle Steel
8. What was your first job? Usher in the movie theater. I got to see the movie free plus I was given a quarter.
9. How long have you worshipped at First Christian Church? About 2 years
10. What brought you to First Christian Church? What made you feel at home? We know people who are
members and they told us of the friendliness. Pastor Amend’s messages that are preached from the Bible.

Who Am I?
Glimpses from Disciple Zone 2.0 : Learning through Creativity
Thanks to Tracy Hillmer for
teaching our older DZ youth a
painting project!

….and also to Kim Cole for
teaching the art of stained glass!
Above L-R: Katelyn Willemsen, Conner
Keith, Brodi Meier, Braxton Meier, Rylea
Martin, Emily Willemsen, Tasia Miles .

We also have
music time
before class &
can they ever
sing those favorites!!

Such beautiful creations - the art AND the people!!
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Reflections from our Church Sign
(wisdom that blesses our community weekly)

**(Ham & Bean Dinner notice)
**Don’t let other people decide who you are.
**There is no virus more powerful than God!
**Pray the world comes together as we stay apart.
**It’s loving & giving that makes life worth living!

Calling all Cooks (and we have the BEST!)
The Kansas Disciple Women will be publishing a
cookbook in 2020 with all sales going to the construction of the Jones Lodge at Camp Tawakoni.
The deadline isn’t until May 20, 2020, but they
want you to submit your recipes sooner rather than later. It is suggested that you submit more than one recipe
in case there are duplications.
They can be submitted in this way:
By email: carla.pearson58@gmail.com
Mail: Carla Pearson, 1816 17th Ave.,
McPherson, Ks 67460
P.S. Our CWF ladies are gathering these
recipies to send. If you want to give them to
Jo Simmons by April, she will send them!

~EASTER LILIES~
Reconizing and thanking those who
gave Easter Lilies this year in memory:

Linda Fogo & Debbie Martin for the Hevner & Fogo Families
Sam Rethmann - for Betty Rethmann
Doug & Belinda Amend, Derrick, Sara,
Amanda, Cory, Rex & Althea - for Pat
Clothier, Don Amend, & Cortney Weeks
Ron & Judi Vignery - for Watson & Annabelle
Hevner, Glenn & Florence Vignery
Jeannie Pyles - for Edgar & Ella Jackson, Hal Pyles,
Lyle Jackson, Betty Jackson
Emma VanVleet - for Harold VanVleet, George &
Margaret VanVleet, Roy & Julia Everett
Lois Cossman - for Robert Cossman

Sack Lunch Program Starting to Gear-up
Once again, we will be involved in the summer sack
lunch program. This is designed to help feed the children of our community
who may not have enough
to eat in the absence of
school meals. Be ready
with your “YES!” to help
out …
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Tuesday Sewing Group

Guest speaker, Roberta Bretz, gave a
presentation to the sewing group about a
mission project in Kenya. Following the
presentation we put together a care package for the
women that the missionary will be visiting in Kenya. The gift consisted of fabric and thread for the women there. The thank you note reads:
Dear First Christian Church Sewing Group, Thank
you so much for the lovely box of thread & flannel you
shared for the Kenya school girls sewing project. Terry was delighted when she heard about it, and wanted
me to convey her deep appreciation also. The box was
fixed up so cute, and the entire gesture is filled with
kindness! Thank you, Roberta.
Come every Tuesday
@ 2 p.m. here at the
church - with or without a project to work
on!

Have you been “Blue Shirted” Yet??
The CWF is sponsoring a campaign for the selling of
blue shirts with the chalice logo on them - both men
and women. Pricing is according to size. Please see Jo
Simmons if you are interested, or call her cell phone 785-728-7161.

Thank you...
...A special ‘Thank You’ to the Elders, Board, Minister, and Members of the Church for your Gift and
Certificate of Appreciation. I thank God every day for
sending me to the First Christian Church of Goodland.
I could never find a better home or family. Again,
Thank You and God Bless!
Jeannie Pyles
...Many thanks to Pastor Doug for your diligent efforts to make our ‘apartness’ feel like ‘togetherness’! It
is so wonderful that you care about us being fed by
God’s word and each other’s presence. We are touched
by your ‘shepherding’ and pray that you are blessed in
abundance for your faithfulness!!
Your Flock
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April 2020 Sermon Schedule
Apr 5

Palm Sunday
The Cross Walk: The Power of Faith
Matt. 27: 15-26, New Testament, Page 810

Apr 12

Easter Sunday
The Cross Walk: Live Deeply, Love Greatly,
and Trust in the Lord
John 20: 11-18, New Testament, Page 882

Apr 19

The River
Acts 2: 14-21, New Testament, Page 885

Apr 26

What Is Going On?
Luke 24: 13-27, New Testament, Page 860

May 3

An Old Way of Being Church
Acts 2: 41 – 47, New Testament, Page 886

Each Wednesday evening, Disciple Zone 2.0 will begin with a
light dinner at 5:45 p.m. Following dinner, the children and
youth will go to a time of music
and then to their classes on the east end of the building. At 6:15, the adults will begin their classes. (See
below) As always, Disciple Zone will end at 7:00.

(Disciple Zone 2.0 is for kids 4 years-old through high
school,)

Come join in on a time of food, fellowship, and fun!!

BOAT CLASS
Sunday mornings
@ 9:15 a.m.
We are starting the book “Great
Figures of the New Testament”
written by Amy-Jill Levine. A look
into the lives of the figures common to the New Testament.

NOON PRAYER CLASS

FRIENDSHIP CLASS
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

Life
Unit 2: Salvation

“The Wounds of Jesus - A Meditation on the Crucified Saviour”
by Christina Baxter. In this
book we will explore the Passion
of Jesus from the perspective of
His wounds.
Every Thursday @ 12:00 p.m.
Church Parlor

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT
CLASSES
Join us on Wed. nights at 6:15 p.m.

April 5

Jesus Dies on a Cross
Mark 15: 22-39

April 12

Jesus’ Resurrection
Matthew 28: 1-10

April 19

Rebuilding the Temple
Haggai 2: 1-9

April 26

John Prepares the Way for Christ
Mark 1: 1-8
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~with Pastor Doug Amend~
Continued discussion of the book,
“The Jesus I Never Knew”. Hope to
see you there.
~with Emily Luckert~
This is a women’s class and we will
be discussing the book “For Women
Only” by Shaunti Feldhahn. Any and
all women are welcome!
Page 6

April 2020
1.
Let the church office
know if you want to
be a part of the Zoom
studies so we can get
the sign-on information to you!!

5.

7 pm Zoom Book
Study

7.
8:30 a.m. CWF
General mtg @
McDonalds
10 am Zoom Bible
Study
2 p.m Sewing Group

4 p.m. Elder’s meeting

Noon Prayer Class

13.

14.

8.

9.

9 a.m. Friendship Class 9 a.m. Exercise
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
Online
(See page 1 for instructions)

20.

MUSIC

9 a.m. Friendship Class
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
9 a.m. Exercise
10 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
Online
(See page 1 for instructions)

10 am Zoom Bible
Study

7 pm Zoom Book
Study

Noon Prayer Class

5:45 p.m. Lite supper
DZ 2.0 to follow
7 p.m. Choir
8 p.m. Praise Band

15.

16.

27.
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17.

18.

9 a.m. Exercise

7 pm Zoom Book
Study

Noon Prayer Class

22.

23.

24.

25.

9 a.m. Exercise
9 a.m. Exercise
10 am Zoom Bible
Study
2 p.m Sewing Group

1:30 p.m. Wheat Ridge
Services
9 a.m. Friendship Class
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
9 a.m. Exercise
10 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
Online
(See page 1 for instructions)
Fellowship Dinner &
All God’s Children
Birthday Party

11.

9 a.m. Exercise

1:30 CWF Martha’s
Group-church Parlor 5:45 p.m. Lite supper
DZ 2.0 to follow
2 p.m Sewing Group 7 p.m. Choir
8 p.m. Praise Band

21.

10.

9 a.m. Exercise

9 a.m. Exercise

26.

4.

5:45 p.m. Lite supper
DZ 2.0 to follow
7 p.m. Choir
8 p.m. Praise Band

6.

19.

3.
9 a.m. Exercise

7:30 a.m. Board Mtg
9 a.m. Friendship Class 9 a.m. Exercise
9:15 a.m. Boat Class
10 a.m. Fellowship time
10:30 a.m. Worship
Online
(See page 1 for instructions)

12. Happy Easter

2.

9 a.m. Exercise

28.

7 pm Zoom Book
Study

Noon Prayer Class

5:45 p.m. Lite supper
DZ 2.0 to follow 6 p.m. Memb/Evang
7 p.m. Choir
Mtg.
8 p.m. Praise Band

29.

30.

9 a.m. Exercise
10 am Zoom Bible
Study
2 p.m Sewing Group

7 pm Zoom Book
Study

5:45 p.m. Lite supper
DZ 2.0 to follow
7 p.m. Property Mtg 7 p.m. Choir
8 p.m. Praise Band
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
711 Arcade, P.O.Box 335
Goodland, KS 67735

Church
Pastor’s Cell
E-mail:

(785) 890-5233
(785) 821-2794
Fccpastor@st-tel.net or
revdbamend@yahoo.com
Friendship Class
9:00 a.m.
Boat Class
9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time
10:00 a.m. (Refreshments served)
Worship Service
10:30 a.m.
Disciple Zone 2.0 on Wednesday nights at 5:45 p.m.
(classes for children and adults!)
The Christian Echo is sent to you as a member or friend of
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Goodland, Ks
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHECK IT OUT!
www.goodlandfccdoc.org
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Vision Statement

Mission Statement

To be a faithful, growing church,
that demonstrates true community,
deep Christian Spirituality,
and a passion for justice.

To be and to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving,
and serving from our doorsteps
“to the ends of the earth.”

(Micah 6:8)

(Acts 1:8)

April 2020
5
Elders
Worship Leader

Tracy Hillmer, Off
Kim Cole, Com

12
Debbie Martin, Off
Kenny Griffith, Com

19
Ron Vignery, Off
Tracy Hillmer, Com

26
Tim Armknecht, Off
Dick Hayden, Com

FOR

GOD

SO

LOVED

THE

WORLD

THAT

HE

GAVE

HIS

Servers

ONLY

BEGOTTEN

SON

THAT

WHOSOEVER

Candlelighters

BELIEVETH

IN

HIM

SHOULD

NOT

Nursery

PARISH

BUT

HAVE

EVERLASTING

LIFE!!!!

Greeter(s):

A/V Tech-Closer
Snacks

Kenny Griffith

Terry Smith

Terry Smith

Kenny Griffith

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members

Thanks to the
Church Members
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